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Stephenson was a famous railway engineer and inventor.
When Stephenson was born, Britain was starting to change from a land of farms and small villages to a land of factories and big cities. This change is called the Industrial Revolution. By the time George Stephenson died, its new railways and factories had made Britain the richest country in the world.
George Stephenson was born in1781 in north-east England. Like most men in the neighbourhood, his father worked at a coal mine.

The Stephensons were not rich, so George couldn't go to school. From the age of 8, he went to work. First, he looked after cows on a farm. As he was interested in machines, later he helped his father at the coal mine, where he learned about steam engines. But he wanted to learn to read, write and count so he could get a better job. At the age of 14, he went to school 3 nights a week in his spare time after work.

To earn extra money, George also mended shoes and clocks. He was saving up to get married, which he did at the age of 21. He had a son, Robert, but his wife died soon, when the child was only three years old. Later, in 1820 George married again, and when his second wife died, he married for a third time.
In 1814, Stephenson built his first railway locomotive, which could do 4 miles per hour. In 1815, he invented a safety lamp for use in coalmines, nicknamed the 'Geordie'.
In 1825 a new railway was opened between the towns of Stockton and Darlington, which was the first passenger steam railway in the world. George and his men built the track and the locomotive, and he also drove the first train. The engine was called 'Locomotion No. 1'. It pulled a train with 450 passengers at a speed of 15 miles an hour.
In 1829, another railway was planned, between the cities of Liverpool and Manchester. George Stephenson built the railway, but the owners wanted to find the best locomotive, and they offered a prize of £500 for it. A competition was held at Rainhill. Only 3 locomotives took part in the trials, but two engines kept breaking down. Stephenson and his son’s locomotive, called 'Rocket' was the winner, doing a record speed of 36 miles per hour. Stephenson became famous. In 1830, the Manchester to Liverpool railway was opened, but sadly, there was an accident on the opening day. A member of the government was knocked down by the Rocket. He was the first person to be killed by a train.

In the next few years, George Stephenson worked on several railway projects all over the country and was already rich and famous. He had paid for his son, Robert to go to school, and to university in Edinburgh. He became an engineer, as famous as his father. They built railways and locomotives together.
It’s interesting to know that Stephenson was a strong and healthy man, and his favourite sport was wrestling.

George Stephenson died in 1848. His early interest in steam engines led him to the idea to replace steam powered road engines with ones that ran along rails, making him 'the Father of the Railway'.
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