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Bell was a scientist, engineer and inventor, who became famous for the invention of the telephone and his studies in the human voice.

Alexander Graham Bell was born in 1847 in Edinburgh, Scotland. His father was a professor at the University of Edinburgh, doing research into the mechanics of speech. An interesting fact about Bell’s childhood is that he didn’t have the middle name “Graham” until he turned 11, when his father gave it to him as a birthday present. He’d earlier asked to have a middle name like his two brothers. 

Alexander was a bright boy, his mind was very active, but his schoolwork was poor, so the family decided that home-schooling would be the best education for him.
He already had innovative ideas as a young boy. When he was just 12 years old, Alexander invented a machine which made work much faster in flour mills. He was 16 when he and his brother tried to build a talking robot, which could actually make a number of recognizable words.
His mother, Eliza, started to lose her hearing when Alexander was young, and became deaf soon. To make her understand what people were saying, Alexander learned a ‘finger language’ so he could communicate the conversations through a series of taps on her arm.
As a young man, he carried out his own research into sound and speech. He worked very hard, and by the time he was 20 he was in very poor health and returned to his family home, which was now in London.

By mid-1870, when Bell was 23, both of his younger brothers had died of tuberculosis. Bell’s parents were terrified that Alexander would suffer a similar fate. Bell’s father had gone to Canada when he was younger and found that his poor health had improved, so he now decided that the family should move to Canada, and by late 1870, they were living in Brentford, Ontario. Thankfully, Alexander Graham Bell’s health began to improve there.
When he was 25, Bell moved to the United States to teach, and opened a school in Boston, where he taught deaf people to speak. At age 26, although he did not have a university degree, he became a professor at Boston University.
Interestingly, his biggest invention, the telephone was partly the result of his misunderstanding a technical work he had read in German. He did not understand the text, so he tried to follow the logic of the book’s diagrams. His misunderstanding led to his discovery of how speech could be transmitted electrically. In 1876, at the age of 29, Alexander Graham Bell built the world’s first working telephone. In 1877 Alexander created the Bell Telephone Company.

The telephone made Bell wealthy and famous, but he wanted new challenges, and he continued inventing and innovating. He worked on metal detectors, hydroairplanes and an iceberg location device. He was also interested in alternative fuels and air conditioning. Bell was a dedicated inventor and didn’t like to be interrupted when he was working. So much so, that he refused to have a telephone in his office!
Bell died aged 75 in 1922 in Nova Scotia, Canada. Every phone in North America was silenced during his funeral in his honour.
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